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This reminder is from the desk of my grandmother, and remains close to my heart in the midst of this Lenten season ~ a
promise for the days ahead:
| asked for strength, that | might achieve ~
I was made weak, that | might learn to obey.
| asked for health, that I might do great things ~
I was given infirmity, that I might do better things.
I asked for riches, that I might be happy ~
I was given poverty, that | might be wise.
I asked for power, that I might have the praise of human beings ~
I was given weakness, that | might feel the need of God.
I asked for all things, that I might enjoy life ~
I was given life, that I might enjoy all things.

I got nothing | asked for ~ everything | needed, and more than | knew to hope for.
Almost despite myself my unspoken prayers were answered.
I am, among all, richly blessed.

Our days are richly blessed, through the grace and wisdom of our loving God, who ordered the universe and
called us into being. May the days leading to Easter, our highest holy day ~ and further, the days of Eastertide, bless us
with the time and the perspective to review our lives for affirmations: that we are earth- conserving, strong, courageous,
justice-seeking, compassionate, service oriented, grace-filled and gracious, caring, committed and loving individuals
who see to live our lives in this faith community, and from its center out into the world ~ in service to God and others.

Infaity
Clawre

Important Note

Our Minister, the Reverend Dr. Claire W. Bamberg, will be out of the office for the week following Easter Sunday
(4/12). In case of emergency please contact Diana Drachenberg, Chair of the Diaconate, and / or Ken Hodge,
Moderator.




o o s Holy Week Services ® &®

April 5th ~ Palm Sunday
10:00 a.m. ~ Worship Service,
followed by Easter Basket assembly, Cake Off Bake Off, Confirmation Class Activities, a Music
Search Committee Meeting (4 p.m.) and Adult Christian Education Class (6:30 p.m.)

April 9th ~ Maundy Thursday
7:00 p.m. ~ Worship Service
This service will take place in the Green Room and will include a simple meal “in
remembrance of” the last night our Lord spent with those He loved on earth. The choir will sing. All are
welcome to attend this moving service.

April 10th ~ Good Friday

6:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. Prayer Vigil (Green Room)

Come and take your time, pausing at the stations for reflection and prayer lovingly and solemnly
prepared for you. There are opportunities to read, write, listen to music, sit silently and/or talk, if you
would like, as we re-member the last hours of Christ’s life on earth.

7:00 p.m. Reverse Advent Service has become a traditional offering in and of our church. There
is always a new aspect to explore as the Confirmation Class (and friends) presents this service of
recollection of the events of Christ’s life and dying; hopes explored and dashed; wondering and
ponderings offered to those with open hearts.

April 12th ~ Easter
10:00 a.m. ~ Worship Service, followed by Easter Egg Hunt (elementary ages)

Calling All Stewards!!!

Are you searching for ways to serve your church? Trying to find a niche to fill? We still have openings on several
committees of the church, as well as vacancies for Vice Moderator, Historian, Church School Superintendent
(starting June 30™. We have vacancies on the Christian Education Committee, Diaconate, Christian Stewardship
Committee, Evangelism and Church Growth Committee, Finance Committee, Music Committee, and Personnel
Committee. We are also looking for a person to serve as our second delegate to the UCC Connecticut Conference.
If you have any questions about these vacancies, please contact Ken Hodge, Moderator during coffee hour or call
him at 747-8690.

Mystery Solved!

When we received notification of a memorial gift from a Helen O. Knock in memory of her brother, Louis V.
Olson, we racked our collective brains to place the name in the history of our church. It took a bit of searching, but
Pat Pegg (thank you, Pat) found the needle in the haystack. The answer was contained in her obituary. Here is
what it said:
“Helen Elizabeth Olson Knock, a longtime resident of Harrison, N,
died on Sunday, December 21, 2008 at The Osborn, Rye, NY. She was 91,
Born on October 4, 1917 in Plainville, CT, she was the daughter of
Louis Virgil and Agnes Paulson Olson. She earned an executive secretarial diploma from Morse College,
Hartford, CT. On June 15, 1944, she married Daniel Benjamin Knock of Holland, lowa at the Plainville
Congregational Church. In 1947, she and her family moved to Harrison, NY, where she lived in her Willets
Road home for 53 years.
We are extremely grateful for her gift of $5,000 to our church and thankful that our church played such an
important and blessed role in her life. She left us this money in her brother’s memory when she passed.




Transitional Ministry Update

This update will be the first in a series about the Transitional Ministry process and our Church.

Many of you know that Rev. Dr. Claire Bamberg has been ministering to us in various capacities for a little more
than two years now. In June 2007 we entered into a formal Transitional Ministry Covenant with Claire, the
Connecticut Conference of the United Church of Christ and the Committee on Church and Ministry of the
Farmington Valley Association (of which we are members). We are the first Church in Connecticut to utilize this
ministerial classification, although it has been used in some other states.

The typical process for filling a ministerial vacancy involves the selection of an Interim Minister to serve the
church during the Pastoral Search Process, the establishment of a Pastoral Search Committee, the development of a
Church “Profile” (our Church’s “resume” if you will), the review of Ministerial Profiles (a Minister’s “resume”),
the selection of a final candidate, the issuance of a Ministerial Call, and hopefully, a new minister accepted the call
and a new ministerial covenant is formed. The Interim Minister cannot be called to serve the church, and cannot
serve the church for more than two years, thereby encouraging the Search process to move along.

Under the Transitional Ministry process, the Transitional Minister helps the church transition from one size to
another, through one developmental phase to another, or through an unexpected and unsettling event towards more
stability. The Transitional Minister serves the church in accordance with a Transitional Ministry Covenant. In our
case, the Covenant between our church and Claire began in June 2007 and extends until December 31, 2010. A
similar process to the typical process used to fill a ministerial vacancy is followed to the point that the Church’s
Profile is completed. At that point, the Pastoral Search Committee will obtain Claire’s profile and will discern if
the two profiles are close enough to be considered a match. If that determination is made, a ministerial call must be
issued to Claire. At that point, it is her right to accept the call or to inform the church that it should conduct a
search for another candidate. If a search is initiated, it would follow the typical process until a new minister is
called.

It is time for us to initiate the development our Church’s Profile, but first, the Church Council must appoint a
Pastoral Search Committee. As we continue through this process we will issue periodic updates. If you have any
questions about this process, please speak to me, and | try to answer questions and allay your concerns. Sincerely,
Ken Hodge, Moderator.

The Conference of Chuwches is alive and well!

The Revs. Steve Brisson (Grace Lutheran), David Chandler ( Trinity Covenant) Elvin Clayton (AME Zion), Audrey
Scanlon (Church of Our Savior, Episcopal), Russell Waldmann (United Methodist Church) and Rev. Claire have
been meeting on a regular basis for prayer, study and conversation about offering opportunities for deepening
spiritual life in our congregations here in Plainville.

A Lenten Series will be offered by the six churches and their ministers on Thursday evenings during Lent.
The last Interfaith Lenten Worship service will be at 7 p.m. as follows:

April 2nd ~ Trinity Covenant will host; the Rev. Audrey Scanlon will preach

We sincerely hope and pray that the members of the Conference Churches will attend, bring friends and move
together in ways that deepen the faith experience of all.

How Are We Doing?

Income Expenses
January $ 22,034.24 $ 20,391.20
February $ 17,978.25 $ 20,161.89

$ 40,012.49 $ 40,553.09
THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Calling Upon all MEN in the Congreqgation:




April 5" (Palm Sunday) The Confirmation Class is sponsoring an All (and only) -Men’s Cake Off Bake Off. All men in the
church are invited (encouraged, arm-twisted?) to make and bake a cake (yes, your sons can help ~ but NOT your daughters or
wives (or mothers or girlfriends, or well, you get the picture) of your choosing for taste-testing and auction on April 5"
Joanna Vastola’s father will be our guest on this day (he is a real-life auctioneer!) Come for the fun as the girls in the
Confirmation Class test for: “Most Moist,” “Most Decorated” which is not the same as “Best Decorated ©),” “Most Original
Taste Combinations,” etc. Expert or never stepped foot in a kitchen, there is a category towards which we invite you to
aspire! All good-natured and tasty proceeds will help fund our Retreat in Maine later that month. Okay, brother, dust off
those recipe books, and cards ~ or the box of mix....

Following this event Confirmands will remain at the church for their own programming and FUN!

Do We Have YOUR Birthday and Anniversary Dates???

We have received more new information regarding birthday and anniversary dates that were not noted in past
Steeples. If you want to help us be sure that we have your important dates, please email them to the Church
Secretary, Kathy Todd, at congregational9486@sbcglobal.net. If you do not have email, please give us a call at 747-
1901, or drop off a note in the Church Office. We don’t want to miss your special day(s)! ©

We received additional birthday info since our last announcement in the March Steeple, and now want to
wish a belated ‘Zappy Birthday”™ to Ellen Binder (February 17), Herve Letendre (March 17), and
Douglas Boyea (March 25).

Christian Education

The Heifer International fundraiser is now in full swing. In the first month the children collected $26.94. They
have chosen to put that money towards a trio of Rabbits. Hopefully they will be able meet their goal of $60.00 this
month and purchase some real Easter bunnies. We will continue to collect the change from the children on the last
Sunday of the month. “Big kids” can also make a donation in the milk can located on the food table in Kelsey Hall
during coffee hour. Thank you to all who are helping us with this wonderful project.

April is a very busy month for Christian education. We will be sponsoring a prayer vigil on Good Friday from
6AM until 3 PM. The green room will be transformed into a quiet room of reflection and prayer with different stations
reflecting Christ’s journey. Refreshments will also be provided. All those interested in attending can sign up for a block
of time. Please look for the sign up sheet in Kelsey Hall. Later that evening at 7PM, the confirmands will be presenting
a Reverse Advent Service, in recognition of Good (God'’s) Friday. Please join us in this highly moving service.

Snowflake Fair ~ ~ Notice ~
** There will not be a Snowflake fair craft night in April 2009. * *
Wanted: For a summertime craft project we will be revitalizing old windows.

For this project we will need old 4 or 6 pane wooden windows (the glass must be intact).
Please contact Pauline Mowry at (860) 346-5566 if you have some windows to donate.

Come and help! We need you!

Spring Cleanup Day
April 18, 2009
9:00 a.m. —12 noon +
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Coffee Hour - Greeters - Coffee Hour - Greeters - Coffee Hour - Greeters - Coffee Hour

From the organizational desk of Bonnie Mazurek, coordinator of coffee hour and greeters for the Evangelism and
Church Growth Committee:

I have sign-up sheets in Kelsey Hall for folks to use in order to indicate their willingness and interest in
greeting on Sunday mornings. This is a great way to see people you have not seen in a while and to feel
connected as an individual, couple or family to the very important hospitality mission of our church. We have
new faces weekly and welcoming them is the first step to worship. Please sign up to greet!

The various committees of the church are now rotating responsibility by committee for providing
“goodies” for our faith gathering every Sunday morning. The members of these various committees decide
how/what they will provide. We recognize and appreciate that Sebby graciously continues to brew the coffee for
us. However, organizing coffee hour refreshments through committees does not mean that individuals cannot
sign up to help! Please know that in addition to the occasional “Freezer Madness” (when a smorgasbord of
goodies is offered in an effort to make room in the church freezer), we welcome and encourage families or groups
of families to sign up for a Sunday on the sheet provided for that purpose in Kelsey Hall.

Thank you !!!!
Bonnie Mazurek

Coffee Hour - Greeters - Coffee Hour - Greeters - Coffee Hour - Greeters - Coffee Hour

Our Congregation has received a “Thank you” letter from John H. Thomas, General Minister and President of the UCC

March 16, 2009. John was raised in Connecticut. His mother, Margaret Thomas, a long time member of the Stamford UCC,
died February _. The Mission Social Action Committee determined that it would be appropriate to honor both the life of
Margaret Thomas and the work of our General Minister, by taking a collection for Our Church’s Wider Mission.

The Rev. Dr. Claire Bamberg, Congregational Church of Plainville, United Church of Christ

Dear Claire,

Please extend to your congregation my deep appreciation for the memorial gift given to Our Church’s Wider Mission in
memory of my mother. She would be so pleased to know that you have chosen to mark her life with this gift to support our
church’s mission in Connecticut and around the world. My mother had a deep love for the United Church of Christ and an
even deeper love of its work in so many corners of the globe.

The care and concern of the church has been of great comfort to me, my brother Dick, and my sister Louise. Mom will be
missed, but we are encouraged to know that her rich life has been celebrated in so many places.
Sincerely, _JoAn

John H. Thomas, General Minister and President
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 700 Prospect Avenue East, Cleveland, OH 44115-1100 ucc.org

MUSIC NOTES...
The Music Committee will meet on Sunday, April 19 at 11:15 A.M.

Piano Tuning Campaign
Help save the sweet sounds of our 3 church pianos!
Beginning April 26 there will be a huge piano keys poster in Kelsey Hall.
You can help the Music Committee raise the funds needed to tune our beautiful instruments
by "buying" a certain key in honor of your family.
For a donation your name will be placed on a label under the key you choose.
This campaign will end on May 17.




EASTER LILY DONATION

Each year the Women's Federation accepts Lily Donations providing our church family the opportunity to
gift an Easter Lily Plant in honor of or in memory of loved ones. The Easter Lily Plants will beautify our

sanctuary on Easter Sunday, April 12, 2009. After the service all the plants will be delivered to persons
who need to be remembered by the Church during the Easter Season. The cost of each plant is $10.00. If
you would like to gift a Lily please complete a Lily Donation form, making checks payable to The Women's
Federation and turn into the Church Office on or prior to Sunday, April 5, 2009. Additional order forms can
be located on the table in the Narthex.

EASTER LILY DONATION

Name

In Loving Honor of

In Loving Memory of

Please make checks payable to: The Women’s Federation

Please send checks and completed forms to the Church Office at:
130 West Main Street Plainville, CT 06062

Deadline: Sunday, April 5, 2009
Price: $10.00 (No orders accepted without prepayment.)

All plants will be donated to persons who need to be remembered by the Church during the Easter
season.

EASTER LILY DONATION

Name

In Loving Honor of

In Loving Memory of

Please make checks payable to: The Women’s Federation

Please send checks and completed forms to the Church Office at:
130 West Main Street Plainville, CT 06062

Deadline: Sunday, April 5, 2009

Price: $10.00 (No orders accepted without prepayment.)
All plants will be donated to persons who need to be remembered by the Church during the Easter
season.




UnitedScrip — Ongoing Fundraiser

A BIG thanks for shopping with UnitedScrip! This is our church’s ongoing fundraiser. This fundraiser is so
successful because our congregation faithfully purchases scrip shopping/gift cards week after week. As you need
gifts for weddings, baby and bridal showers, Easter baskets, and birthdays, please consider giving gift cards
or purchase your gifts with gift cards. Simply pick up a UnitedScrip order form in the narthex or in Kelsey Hall,
check which national stores, restaurants, and gas stations that you frequent, then make a check out to our church
and give the order form with a check to Carol after church in Kelsey Hall. Be sure to purchase your store/gift cards
for all your normal shopping needs. You will receive the full face value of the gift card, and our church will keep a
percentage of the face value. It’s win-win for all!

Our Scrip Profits for 2009: $$ % of Annual
(Annual Budget Budget Achieved
Target: $2,000)
Month of Jan: $48.80
Month of Feb: $107.90 Through Feb,
Total Scrip Profit for 2009: $156.70 8% (target 15%)

For Feb. 22" through March 22™, we thank the following church families who participated: Astolfi, Blanchard,
Boiczyk, Czajkowski, Drachenberg, Edge, Fuller, Heap, Hoerle, Kordes, Johnson, Letendre, B. Mazurek, K.
Mazurek, Michaud, D. Pelletier, Pershken, Peterson, Potter, Seeds, and .

For any questions regarding our scrip fundraiser, please call Carol Peterson during the day at 747-5174. Thanks.

Plainville Community Food Pantry — Continuing Need

Please continue to remember the Plainville Community Food Pantry. When coming to church, please don’t forget
to bring canned goods, nonperishable foods, hygiene items, and cleaning products. Just drop your donations in the
large box in the narthex.

Your Mission-Social Action Committee - Audrey, Carol, Joni, Mary, Pauline, Rinette, Robin, and Ruthe

Prayer Shawl Meeting

The Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet on Thursday, April 23" at Mary Fuller’s home in Bristol. All are welcome to
this fellowship of knitters and crocheters, or just come and enjoy our fellowship. For a ride, call Carol during the
day at 747-5174. If you’d like to learn how to knit or crochet, please join us on the fourth Thursday of the month.

Blanket the World with Love, May 3™ and 10"

Just a reminder that our traditional “Church World Service Blanket” collection will be May 3™ and 10". A $5
donation purchases a wool CWS blanket, and is a warm, wonderful way to thank the mothers, grandmothers, aunts,
adopted mothers and friends in our lives. In exchange for your donation, greeting cards are provided for you to
send to the women you are honoring. See the May Steeple for more information.

Your Mission-Social Action Committee - Audrey, Carol, Joni, Mary, Pauline, Rinette, Robin, and Ruthe

Thank You for Generosity to OGHS Offering

Thank you for your very generous donations to our annual United Church of Christ special offering, One Great
Hour of Sharing. Through Sunday, March 22", we collected $873.00 for this very crucial offering which will help
others in need throughout the world.

Your Mission-Social Action Committee - Audrey, Carol, Joni, Mary, Pauline, Rinette, Robin, and Ruthe




Easter Baskets for Covenant to Care for Children

For the third year, we are asking for contributions for Easter baskets for our Covenant to Care for Children’s
Adopted Social Worker, Lynn Ludwin’s young clients. It’s a nice reminder to the children that they are supported
by our church. We have a very large Easter basket in the narthex for collecting donations, and on April 5™ after
worship, we will assemble the Easter bags in time for Lynn to distribute them before Easter on April 12™.
Suggestions include: little Easter/spring books, coloring books and crayons, small toys, and Easter candy.

Your Mission-Social Action Committee - Audrey, Carol, Joni, Mary, Pauline, Rinette, Robin, and Ruthe

Thanks for Clothing & Medical Supplies for Zimbabwe
Following worship on Sunday, March 29", our church family enjoyed a potluck luncheon and Second Hour
program presented by guest speaker, Ann Leroux from “A Light for Zimbabwe”. She showed us her slides of
Zimbabwe from her latest trip this past fall.

Throughout the winter, our church has been collecting needed items for Zimbabwe in boxes in the narthex, and
Audrey Lewis organized these donations for Ann’s visit. Following the potluck luncheon, Ann was delighted to
take with her all of the items that our congregation donated. The needs for “A Light for Zimbabwe” are endless.
Ann expressed her deep thanks to our congregation for its outpouring of support for the people in Mt. Selinda,
Zimbabwe.

Your Mission-Social Action Committee - Audrey, Carol, Joni, Mary, Pauline, Rinette, Robin, and Ruthe

Second Annual hawkwing Moccasin Walk

On Sunday, April 26", hawkwing’s Second Annual Moccasin Walk will start at the Glastonbury Community
Center, 300 Welles Street in Glastonbury. All money raised will support the hawkwing programs on the Cheyenne
River Sioux Reservation in South Dakota. As the national economy continues to struggle, those at the bottom of
the economic ladder need our help more than ever. hawkwing remains committed to helping the children, elders,
and families on the Cheyenne River Reservation. Early last summer, Pauline Mowry, Paul Marsan, and Steve
Swets travelled with hawkwing to assist the Lakota people in refurbishing and building on their reservation. For
questions or donations, please contact Pauline, Paul, or Steve. Thanks.

Your Mission-Social Action Committee - Audrey, Carol, Joni, Mary, Pauline, Rinette, Robin, and Ruthe

K _ WI” You Grant a WISh? “... bestow on them a crown of beauty
N There are many items instead of ashes,
the Church needs, the oil of gladness

Sized big and sized small. Instead of mourning,
and a garment of praise

Choo§e from ou_r WISh“StI; instead of a spirit of despair.”
There’s something for all! (from Isaiah 61:3)
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The Church’s Wishlist

Office Supplies $ 50.00
Postage Stamps for Steeple Books of FOREVER stamps would be tremendous!

Donations of Scrip gasoline cards, Scrip grocery cards, and dietetic foods gratefully accepted by our
Minister for assistance to those in need.

If you'd like to contribute an item or even to part of an item from our Wish List for the Church, please write
the name of the item in the memo portion of your donation check. Your check can be made payable to the
Congregational Church of Plainville and placed in the offering plate or in an envelope in the Church Office
mail slot. Your donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. May God bless you!
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Our heartfelt sympathies to those who have lost family members this past month:
To the friends and families of: Jill Zettergren Schaffrick (Chuck Zettergren's Aunt),
Edwin Harvey (Audrey Lewis’ uncle), Alex, Richard W. Arnold (Rev. Claire’s Uncle),
and Henry Waye.

Our thoughts and prayers are with: Burton Johnson, Sister Mary Sharon Smith, Philip Walfield,
Richard Dante, Cheryl Cone, Diana Drachenberg, Bobbye Martin, Leslie Dockendorf, Bea Autlon,
Helen, Ann Campbell, Ron Archambault, Bert Michaud, Eleanor Kordes, John Borry, Jessie Flanders,
Pam Collins, Luke Santhouse, Ruth Seeds, Dick and Joan Dante, Bunny Colter, Jim Fielder, Irma
Eastwood, Marcia and Woody Winslow, Gary Hubbell, Don Barrows, Dorothy “Dot” Haley, Maria
Schatz, Davida Foy Crabtree, Jeff Schaefer, Peg Hoerle, Peg Young, Mary Devine, Gordon McCann,

Helen McKernan, Jeane Pierson, Walter Smykla, and the families of Jill
Zettergren Schaffrick (Chuck Zettergren's Aunt), Edwin Harvey (Audrey Lewis’ uncle), Alex,
Richard W. Arnold, Henry Waye, Pat Knierim, “Skip” Crocker, Margaret Thomas,Brian Huard, D.R.
Templeman, as well as members and friends serving in the military: James Palmer, Gabriel Smykla, and

Mark Terrill.

We received a “Thank yow’ card from Jessie Flanders’ daughter, Sandy Dombroski...

"God knew what T needed most, and He called on your kind heart."

“Thank you for answering ~ He used you in a very special way. ~ You're Truly A Blessing"
Dear Members,
I want to thank you for cooking the meals and bringing them to my mother. | really appreciate everyone’s time and help.

It has been a blessing for me because I could not do it all on my own! May the Lord Bless each and every one for their
labors.

Jessie Flanders’ daughter, Sandy Dombroski

We wish a very “Happy Birthday” to the following members of our congregation who have birthdays
this month: Linda Hill (April 8), Steve Swets (April 9), Curtis Johnson (April 12),
Olivia Wazorko (April 12), Chris Johnson (April 20), Kristen Beausoleil (April 21),

Conner Beausoleil (April 21), Alyssa Bartosiewicz (April 28), Mikaela Marino (April 29).

We also wish a very “Happy Anniversowy” to Carl and Ellen Binder (April 5),
Carol and George Peterson (April 9), and Joie-Marie and Leighton Mazurek (April 13).

MILESTONES AND HIGHPOINTS

New Members None reported
Transfers or terminations of membership None reported
Inactive Judy and Dick Hungerford
Deaths None reported
Marriages/Unions None reported

Births None reported




**Steeple articles due by:
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